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To the satyagrahi far more important than external condi-
tions are internal conditions. In Gandhiji's words, "external
difficulties need never frighten a satyagrahi. On the contrary,
he flourishes on external difficulties and faces them with
vigour."8

As for satisfactory internal conditions, the satyagrahi
group should be well-disciplined. In the last chapter we have
discussed the implications of adequate discipline. In particular
satyagrahis should take a real, living interest in the working of
the constructive programme. Through this constructive
service they should acquire control over violent elements in the
masses so that they will remain at least passively non-violent
so long as the non-violent resistance lasts. Thus he wrote in
1939, "The first indispensable condition precedent to any civil
resistance is that there should be surety against any outbreak
of violence whether on the part of those who are identified with.
civil resistance or on the part of the general public."9 Besides,
there should be in satyagrahis enough faith and discipline
instinctively to await and obey the general's word. The satya-
grahi army "should be so well prepared as to make war
unnecessary."10

The sign of full preparedness is that suspension should
never bring despondency and weakness in a satyagraha
struggle.10 Even if people are ready and suspension is ordered
through the miscalculation of the general, the movement should
not be affected adversely, for "suspension of civil disobedience,
if it resulted in accentuation of repression, would itself become
satyagraha in its ideal form."11 On the other hand if suspension
leads to desertion and disbelief it shows that deserters were
only half-hearted satyagrahis and the movement would be the
better without them.12 If, however, satyagrahis survive the
depression of suspension it would be an unmistakable sign that
they have imbibed the message of non-violence.13
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